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How can weHow can we
pray for you?pray for you?



It has been such a joy to be part of the Raider Catholic Administrative Team for two years
now! I love seeing how this community that I hold so dearly is growing and thriving, I am
so happy that I get to be part of that growth by sharing with you, our donors, the stories
that have impacted the faith of our students. What a blessing it is to wake up every
morning and come to a job filled with supportive coworkers, supports, and students.
Although in title I work on the administrative side, it is not uncommon for a student to pop
in to share their joys or struggles with me. When moments like these happen I am able to
encounter Christ through our students, and witness for myself just how important our
mission is. It is not simply dollars and cents that we are raising. We are bringing both the
sufferings and the happiness of our students to the foot of the Cross as they go through
this pivotal time in their lives. 

What a wonderful Spring 2022 we’ve had! Our students continue to spread the Good
News in their ministries as well as their daily lives as they encounter various students of
the South Plains to bring them closer to Christ and His Church. I am continually inspired
by the hard work these students pour out in the name of Jesus Christ and their desire to
fall deeper in love with Him, primarily through the Sacraments as well as within their
personal relationships with one another. Our motto for this Academic Year amongst our
leaders has been “The Lord is never outdone in His Generosity” and he continues to prove
that to us all daily: no matter how hard we try, we cannot outgive God, and He blesses us
more abundantly than we even realize. As we press on in Lent, may we be moved to a
deeper understanding of God’s love for us as well as increase in prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving as a means to grow closer to Him in these spiritually trying times as a result
of COVID-19. Thank you for all your support!

Raider Catholic has been a constant in my life since I began my journey at Tech 4 years
ago. Being the intern has allowed me to help this ministry in so many ways. While some
jobs are small (like organizing a storage closet), I also get the opportunity to participate in
Advisory Board meetings and tell our supporters how much of a positive impact it makes
on my fellow students. My favorite part though is giving tours to potential freshman who
pop in for a visit. I love telling them about all of our ministries and how they can make this
place their home away from home, just as I have these past four years.
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Kevin Mantooth, Director of
Campus Ministry

Fr. Nicholas Reynolds, O.P.,
Chaplain

Thank you for your wonderful support of Raider Catholic. As we end a new academic year,
the students are glad to be fully participating in activities at the John Saleh Catholic
Student Center. Raider Catholic is truly the Catholic gem of West Texas. Students
continue with great zeal and desire to share the life they have found in Christ at Raider
Catholic. There are days when students will come into my office and share their ideas on
what they would like to contribute to the community. As I end my first year as Chaplain at
Raider Catholic, I too am excited by all they have to offer. This is a big community, with
big needs, and we are grateful for people like you with big hearts to help us grow and
form this Christ-centered community.

Kassidy Allen, Development
Coorindator

Katie Edwards, Student Intern

Messages from theMessages from the
Admin SuiteAdmin Suite



Dr. Dominick Casadonte has been Faculty Advisor of the Catholic
Student Association since 2006 and Chi Rho (a Catholic Service
Fraternity and part of Raider Catholic) since 2007, both of which are
registered student organizations on Texas Tech's campus. His duties
have been chiefly to provide spiritual, emotional, and practical
advice to the students of both organizations. Every Spring, Dr.
Casadonte assists in the process of discernment to choose the
members of both CSA leadership (CSAL) and Chi Rho officers for the
upcoming year. He also helps plan the activities that will occur
during Welcome Week, where new students are welcomed into the
Raider Catholic Family. He plays an important role in ministry's
summer outreach during the student organization fairs, providing
support for all of the work that our wonderful student leaders do. As
Faculty Advisor, Dr. Casadonte is present during most of our
Welcome Week activities and Block Party, an orientation and
introduction for our ministries. He attends monthly CSAL meeting
and the weekly Chi Rho meetings to provide guidance. One of his
important roles is to provide insight into Texas Tech rules and
regulations. With a wealth of knowledge and years of experience at
Texas Tech, at times he provides networking connections to the
ministries. "Both of these groups make my job as advisor easy," Dr.
Casadonte has said. "I have the privilege of advising 8 student
organizations on campus, and CSA and Chi Rho are among the most
enjoyable of the groups that I mentor." He signs off on almost all
paperwork for any activities that occur among the organizations
both on and off campus, which is why retreats like Raider
Awakening are possible for us. Dr. Casadonte was honored with the
Outstanding Advisor award for his work with CSA in 2007, and was
part of the CSA groups that received the Outstanding Religious
Organization award on campus through 2017 (14 out of 16 years in a
row!). A few years ago, Chi Rho received the Most Improved Student
Organization award under his advisory. "Very little of the amazing
activities that go on with CSA and all of Raider Catholic could be
done without the donations from former students and members of
St. Elizabeth’s," he shares. "I have been very blessed to watch so
much of the growth that has occurred in the past 16 years. If we all
continue to work together, those blessings will multiply and even
more Texas Tech students will have their lives transformed through
the real encounter they have with Jesus in their interactions with
the students of Raider Catholic. " Thank you Dr. Casadonte for all
that you do!

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
OUR FACULTY ADVISOR,
DR. DOMINICK CASADONTE

Duties

Leadership discernment
Red Raider Orientation
Welcome Week and Block Party
Weekly/Monthly Meetings
Gives insight to Texas Tech rules and
regulations
 Involved as possible or as needed in
CSA/Chi Rho activities
 Sign off on all activities at Texas Tech
Private meetings with students
regarding leadership 
Private meetings with students
regarding personal issues
Meetings as part of the ex officio team
including the Raider Catholic Chaplain
and Director of Campus Ministry
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Thank you to all who makeThank you to all who make
our ministry possible!our ministry possible!



Ministry Update

Our co-ed service fraternity,
Chi Rho (XP), has celebrated
some incredible milestones
recently. For the first time
since the inception of the
fraternity, the members of
Chi Rho are all female. This
hardworking group of
women helped put on the
annual Chi Rho Goat Roast
on April 2, 2022. The
weekend before, on March
26th, the service fraternity
celebrated their 58th
anniversary with about one
hundred members and
alumni present. They
celebrated Mass at St.
Elizabeth's University
Parish, lit candles in honor
of deceased members, and
joined together for a
celebratory dinner. They
have many exciting service
projects coming up,
including a project
supporting the Ronald
McDonald House.

Raider Awakening (RA) 64
and 65 were held this
academic school year at
Christ the King Cathedral.
RA is a weekend long
retreat for college students
by college students where
retreaters listen to spiritual
talks, engage with their
peers and become part of an
awesome community. This
year we were able to
minister to 80 new
retreaters in the Fall and 35
retreaters in the Spring!
After facing many
challenges in 2021 due to
COVID (including a
cancelled retreat, changes
in format, mask mandate,
and restrictions on eating
food in the building), it was
incredible to see these
young people excited about
sharing their faith with their
peers! 

On February 3-6, 2022,
students gathered from all
across the country in living
rooms, campus centers, and
parishes for a four-day live
broadcast event
encountering the heart of
the Gospel. SEEK is a young
adult conference hosted by
Fellowship of Catholic
University Students
(FOCUS). This year 120  Texas
Tech students joined in
community at the John
Saleh Catholic Student
Center to set aside
distractions, listen to talks,
participate in small group
discussion, encounter Jesus
in adoration and in the
Sacraments, and learn new
ways to pursue holiness in
their every day life. This
year's speakers included Sr.
Bethany Madonna, SV, Fr.
Josh Johnson, Emily Wilson,
Jason Evert, and many more. 

Our newest ministry, John
15, has had a successful first
full year! John 15 was
created as a way to increase
retention with first-year
students. First-year students
were split into groups for
our introductory retreat,
Encounter, at the beginning
of the year, and then joined
in Bible studies and
fellowship events with those
groups throughout the year.
It is a way for first-year
students to connect with
other students who may be
going through the same
challenges they go through
such as homesickness,
adjusting to college life, and
maintaining a strong faith
through a busy schedule.
These small groups are led
by upper class men who act
as confidants and mentors
to younger students. 

“In your hands, carry
the Cross of Christ.

On your lips, the
words of Life. In your

hearts, the saving
grace of the Lord.” 

-St. John Paul II

CHI RHO JOHN 15SEEKRA
64 & 65
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RAIDER CATHOLIC EVENTS

LEADERSHIP RETREAT
In the Fall of 2021, we hosted our first-ever Leadership Formation Retreat.
This retreat was created in order to prepare our student leaders for their
role as representatives of the Raider Catholic community and the Catholic
Church for their respective organizations. About 30 student leaders from
each of the organizations attended the retreat in order to “fill their cups” so
that their faith and joy can “spill over” onto those they serve throughout the
academic year. For the first Leadership Formation Retreat, we were able to
go overnight to an encampment in Floydada, TX called Plains Baptist Camp
and Retreat Center. Throughout the weekend we celebrated Mass, held
small group discussions, joined together in Morning and Night Prayer,
engaged in team building exercises, and the students even had the chance
to do high ropes courses (something most of the students have never had
the opportunity to do before). Student leaders heard talks on the topics of
the Ignatian concepts of Consolation and Desolation, Community,
Accountability and Correction, and What it Means to Be a Leader. There
were opportunities for communal silence and an Ignatian Spiritual Exercise
on contemplation. 

Fellowship Formation Service Projects

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP MAKE THIS
RETREAT POSSIBLE? PLEASE

CONTACT US AT
INFO@RAIDERCATHOLIC.ORG

St. Teresa of Avila reminds us, "What a
great favor God does to those He places
in the company of good people!"
Fellowship activities are an essential
part of what makes our Catholic
community so special. This year has
been filled with joy and fun through
Welcome Week events, dances, Texas
Tech watch parties at the JSCSC, offsite
social events, Cathletes sporting events,
and numerous opportunities for our
students to make lifelong memories
and develop friendships that will
change their lives. 

We have over 20 weekly active Bible
studies. Each week between 60-80
students gather to pray a rosary.
Catholic and non-Catholic students
gather on Wednesday nights for a
formation series to learn about topics of
the faith. The Ask a Catholic a Question
ministry is one of the most active
ministries we have! Monday through
Thursday from 10 AM to 2 PM students
gather in the Free Speech area on
campus to evangelize, correct
misconceptions about Catholicism, and
encourage fallen-away Catholics at
Texas Tech.

An important aspect of our faith is
giving back in service of those whom
God loves. This year our students have
participated in many community
outreach projects such as Box of Joy
during Christmas time, participating in 
 the Born 2 Run 5K, and volunteering at
the South Plains Food Bank, Habitat for
Humanity, the Nurturing Center, and
Catholic Charities. Many students also
attended a Spring Break mission trip to
Christ in the City in Denver, Colorado to
minister to the homeless population in
those areas. 
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Featured Organization: DYRT

This year has gone amazingly for the Discipleship Youth Retreat Team (DYRT). I am very proud of all the
incredible staffers for putting on retreats to near perfection! Coming out from such a crazy and weird 2021,
this year DYRT is finally starting to look like it once did before the pandemic hit, so much so that we had
the 100th DYRT retreat this year on April 2nd, which is super exciting! I’m very honored to be the director
during this time! DYRT 100 will be at St. Elizabeth’s University Parish, and the night before will be a
fraternity and fellowship night of bonding with alumni and current staffers! DYRT is such an incredible
community, even if it’s a little weird at times, and I am so happy that I have had the opportunity to not only
partake in that community but help to grow and maintain that throughout my time on DYRTL. DYRT
means so much to me not only through the friends that I have made during my time within the
organization but also through helping the youth, and I hope to one day pay the organization back for
everything it has done for me! I can’t wait to see what the future holds for DYRT, but I know that it will be
crazy, quirky, and ridiculously fun!

DYRT 1

-Patrick Dundon, DYRT Director 2021-22

DYRT 99
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Spring Break Mission TripSpring Break Mission Trip
On March 13th through 19th, twelve students (along with our Chaplain, Fr. Nicholas Reynolds), gave up the
typical college student Spring Break to travel to Denver, Colorado. For the week, they joined a missionary
team called Christ in the City to minister to the homeless population. The mission of the organization is to
create a culture of encounter, where each person is seen, known, and loved. 

Students lived and served alongside the Christ in the City Year of Service missionaries, including Ashley
Ortiz, a Raider Catholic Alumna. They listened to talks, learned to encounter and bring the mercy of Christ
to the poor through street ministry, and identified ways of living a spirit of poverty in their own lives.

"Spending just one week with Christ in the City was such an amazing experience. In that short amount of
time, my entire perspective on what many call the "homeless problem" was altered in ways I had never
expected. I learned not only to see the humanity of our friends in the streets, but to really connect with
them on a fundamental level. Seeing this side of someone was something I had not done before, and it has
encouraged me to reach out not only to the homeless in our city, but to my fellow students at Texas Tech
as well." --Nathan Pierce, Freshman



RAIDER
PROMISE

It was such a blessing to be
able to have our Raider

Promise event in person again
this year on September 17. 2021.

We had 120 people in
attendance ranging from

supporters to alumni to current
students. Joshua Clemmons, a
Raider Catholic alumnus, who

now lives in Dallas and teaches
CCE classes, shared with us his

conversion story, and how
Raider Catholic was

foundational in his decision to
become Catholic. We raised

$15,398.49, and we are so
grateful for such a successful
event thanks to your support!

PREACHER'S
CIRCLE

The Preacher's Circle is our
monthly giving society. Each

month we are blessed with 65
donors who give $5,692.77
monthly in support of our

mission. The Preacher's Circle is
essential to our mission.

Donations support and enhance
our ongoing programming and
the various ministries of Raider
Catholic. Our goal by the end of
the fiscal year is to have $7,000
coming in each month through

the generosity of our donors.
Would you like to join our

Preacher's Circle and help form
leaders of our Church and world?

Visit raidercatholic.org/circle

GIVING
TUESDAY

On November 30, 2021,
nonprofits around the world

celebrated Giving Tuesday, a day
of global generosity! This year

we set out to raise $45,000, the
largest amount we have ever

raised! Incredibly, we were able
to raise over twice our goal,

raising a total of $105,510.15! We
were blessed with $47,468.80
donated towards our general

operations, $5,000 allocated to
specific funds, and $50,000

dedicated to helping set up an
endowment for Raider Catholic
to ensure the long-term success
of our ministry! We were the #1
nonprofit in the Lubbock area

this year thanks to you!
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Thanks to the generosity of the Mantooth family, who has been astoundingly charitable supporters of our
ministry throughout the years, an endowment for Raider Catholic operations has been created to sustain the

future of Raider Catholic. The Walter B. Mantooth Endowment sits at $50,000 with an additional $50,000
promised by a generous entity. The establishment of this endowment means support for our students for years to
come. The hope is that the endowment will grow over time and become a source that can be drawn upon to help

cover costs of the "unglamorous" parts of doing ministry: building repairs, paying bills, and basic operating
expenses. This way, when donors support our ministry, their donations can go directly to supporting our students.
This endowment is a huge blessing to Raider Catholic. If you are interested in donating to the long-term success

of our ministry, please reach out at info@raidercatholic.org or by phone at (806) 762-5225. 

Raider Catholic
Endowment

Financial UpdateFinancial Update



“…For his sake I have accepted the loss of all
things and I consider them so much rubbish, that
I may gain Christ…“ (PHILIPPIANS 3:8)

The first commandment says that we should not
put other gods before the Lord. Sharing all of our
gifts - our time in prayer, our talent in charitable
works and our treasure to support the Church
helps us keep God first in everything. It helps us
from putting other gods before God. It helps us
from becoming a slave to our possessions. It helps
us to use our gifts for the glory of God and not for
the glory of ourselves.

Stewardship Reflection

AMAZON SMILE
 Go to www.smile.amazon.com
 Sign into Amazon Smile
 Choose St. Elizabeth University
Parish as your charity
 Shop on Amazon Smile and 0.5% of
your eligible purchase will go to
Raider Catholic

1.
2.
3.

4.

Support Our Students Today!Support Our Students Today!

PREACHER'S CIRCLE
Become part of the Preachers Circle
by supporting Raider Catholic with
regular monthly donations. With a
regular monthly gift you’re helping
form the leaders of the Church and
the world! Visit
raidercatholic.org/circle to sign up.

ONE-TIME DONATION
All donations are tax deductible.
Please visit raidercatholic.org/one-
time-gift. If you would like to mail a
donation, please send to:

Raider Catholic
2305 Main Street
Lubbock, Texas 79401

BUY A BRICK/TILE
Customize and order your tile or brick
to commemorate your gift to Raider
Catholic at the John Saleh Catholic
Student Center! Order forms are located
on our website or email Kassidy Allen
for more information at
kassidy.allen@raidercatholic.org

GIVE TO AN ORGANIZATION
If there is a specific ministry that you
would like to support, go to our website,
click on that ministry's page, and click
on their donation tab. Or you are
welcome to send the donation via mail
and mention the ministry in the memo.
This ensures your favorite ministries can
continue to expand and grow.

SPONSOR A STUDENT
There are several opportunities to
sponsor a student throughout the year.
To retreat or staff Raider Awakening or
Encounter, students have to pay a fee in
order to attend. In order to attend the
Alternate Spring Break Mission Trip or
FOCUS Mission Trips, students also have
to raise funds. If you are interested in
sponsoring a student for a specific event
or retreat, please contact our
Development Coordinator, Kassidy Allen,
to ask about these opportunities.

Contact Us@RaiderCatholic www.raidercatholic.org

SPONSOR D&R
Every Tuesday during the school year we
host Dinner and a Rosary for our
students in the JSCSC. Since moving to
the new student center, 150-200
students gather for fellowship and to ask
for the intercession of our Holy Mother. If
you are interested in cooking or
donating food for this event, please
contact our office to volunteer!


